
August 24, 2015

Trusted 
Advisors
2015

Advertising Supplement

The San Fernando Valley Business Journal presents

presenting Sponsors:

Gold Sponsors:
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Bessolo & Haworth, LLP  
CohnReznick

Community Bank
gish SEIDEN LLP
Holthouse Carlin & Van Trigt LLP 
LightGabler LLP

Mission Valley Bank
Poole & Shaffery, LLP
ProVisors
Valdez Wealth Management Group

17-44_sfvbj_trustedadvisors_08_217   17 8/20/2015   1:11:07 PM



18   an advertising supplement to the san fernando valley BUSINESS JOURNAL    	  	  August 24, 2015

New Name. New Look.  
New Location.

Our business is changing and the forecast is good.
Build, protect and transfer your wealth with our expert, personalized service. 

Certified Public Accountants and Financial Advisors

15060 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 240, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
bhvcpa.com  (818) 493-6650

Adam K. Treiger concentrates his practice on complex employment and 
business law counseling and litigation. His employment law practice fo-
cuses on litigation prevention and day-to-day employment law counseling, 
as well as on representing employer clients, including businesses, private 

schools and religious organizations. He helps guide these organizations through 
their respective legal issues and represents them regularly in federal and state court, 
administrative or arbitration settings, and in typical matters including claims arising 
out of wage and hour, discrimination, harassment and wrongful termination disputes. 
In addition, he handles a wide variety of business and licensing transactions including 
drafting and negotiating all types of business, licensing, and real estate agreements, 
forming corporations, limited liability companies, partnerships, and handling mergers 
and sale/purchase agreements. 

He is a frequent speaker on employment law, business law and litigation issues and 
has authored numerous published articles on subjects pertaining to these specialties. 

Trieger advises clients on all of these business issues. However, what really distin-
guishes him is the passion he puts behind his representation. He works tirelessly for 
his clients, not only because he genuinely cares, but also because he is so dedicated to 
the law as an effective vehicle for resolving civil disputes. 

Client Services Award
For Consistently Outstanding Service

trusted advisors 2015 specialty award

Adam Kogan Treiger, Esq.
Partner
Stowell, Zeilenga, Ruth, Vaughn & Treiger LLP
(Also Honored in the Attorney Category this Year)

“Adam has been my corporate and personal attorney for more than a decade now, and fortunately we have become friends 
as well. I thoroughly trust his judgment, knowledge and most importantly, his character. I consistently, zealously refer him to 
friends, clients and colleagues who can benefit from his wise counsel, and we all benefit. One of the things I admire most 
about Adam is his fiduciary standard of always putting the client’s interests before his own, even when the end result may 
be the client not engaging him for his services. He has helped me with employment law issues, general business and real 
estate matters. In a way, having Adam on my team is a terrific insurance policy in navigating business risks.”

Mitch Silberman
President & Chief 
Executive Officer
Silberman Wealth 
Strategies, Inc.
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COMMERCIAL
LENDING SOLUTIONS
As Unique As Your Business

For a location near you visit www.cbbank.com/locations

 Equal Housing Lender | Member FDIC 

*Bank Director Magazine, 2014. Among Banks with $5 Billion to $50 Billion in Assets. CVB Financial Corp. is the holding company for Citizens Business Bank.

www.cbbank.com

Contact one of our local experienced bankers today!

Top Ranked Bank
In California*

From Lines of Credit and Equipment Financing to Asset-Based Lending and SBA Loans, Citizens 
Business Bank has you covered to help your business grow in the way that makes sense for you.

We specialize across multiple industries and service sectors including commercial & industrial, 

San Fernando Valley
Commercial Banking Center
Alon Haim
Senior Vice President, Center Manager
818.905.5760

Burbank
Commercial Banking Center
Rick Berger
Senior Vice President, Center Manager
818.843.0707

Lancaster
Business Financial Center
John Fockler
Vice President, Center Manager
661.723.2000
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Community Service Award
For Making a Difference in the Community, Beyond Job Responsibilities

Donald Miod is the founding partner of Miod and Company, LLP. He over-
sees all aspects of the company’s accounting, tax and litigation services. 
His vast background includes developing leading proprietary asset tracing 
models, several professional certifications, published articles and speaking 

engagements at professional conferences. He is a prominent member of several in-
dustry associations and a significant contributor to state industry conferences. He was 
voted one of the top 25 CPAs in the San Fernando Valley and is the recipient of the 
California Society of Certified Public Accountants Family Law Sections Distinguished 
Service Award.

Aside from Miod’s tremendous lexicon of skills, one of his greatest accomplish-
ments is his unwavering commitment to his profession and the community he serves. 
His is Former Chair of the Family Law Section of the Litigation Services Section of the 
CSCPA and a current member of the Association’s Business Valuation Section. He is 
also a member of AICPA, International Society of CPAs, Institute of Business Apprais-
ers, the National Association of Certified Valuation Analysts and the Association of 
Certified Fraud Specialists, among other groups. He’s the recipient of the California 
Society of CPAs Family Law Section Distinguished Service Award and is a tireless vol-
unteer for the CSCPA’s Student Outreach program in speaking to students at the mid-
dle school, high school and college students on handling credit and savings. He served 
as a participant at the “CPA Day at the Capital” lobbying event on behalf of CSPCA in 
Sacramento and has been a regular volunteer at the downtown Los Angeles and Van 
Nuys courthouses to help mediate family law cases. 

Donald John Miod
Senior Partner
Miod and Company, LLP

“I have been in business since 1977 and know first-hand the importance of having a forensic accountant upon which we 
can rely to provide not only great integrity, but the competence that is required in legal litigation. Don Miod provides the 
above to my firm and sound practical answers and solutions no matter how tough the assignment. He is by definition the 
epitome of a trusted advisor.” 

Daniel Bergman, Esq.
Principal
Bergman Law Group

trusted advisors 2015 specialty award

The entire team at HCVT congratulates 

Norm Tamkin
Tax Partner

as one of San Fernando Valley’s 
Trusted Advisors

Congratulations
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Trailblazer Award
For Starting a New Enterprise, Being the First to Try  
Something New and/or Leading the Profession Forward

Nicole Kamm is an attorney in the Employment Department of Lewitt Hack-
man in Encino. Her practice focuses on advising employers concerning 
various employment-related issues, including compliance with California and 
federal anti-discrimination, anti-harassment and leave laws, as well as negoti-

ating and documenting employment and severance agreements. Kamm spends a signifi-
cant amount of time counseling clients on employment policies, and performs trainings 
on all aspects of employment conduct, including mandated sexual harassment training, 
discrimination training, and training on the interplay of the Fair Employment and Hous-
ing Act and Americans with Disabilities Act with state and federal leave laws. 

Kamm is the recipient of this year’s Trailblazer Award thanks in large part to her tire-
less efforts co-founding and helping to run Women to Women (W2W), an elite group of 
females in business who aim to support each other by providing a peer group for success-
ful, excellence oriented industry leaders. She is also a member of several other network-
ing organizations, including ProVisors, PIHRA, the National Human Resources Associa-
tion (NHRA), and the National Association of Women Business Owners (NAWBO). She 
is a frequent speaker on all areas of employment law. She regularly volunteers to speak 
at SCORE, a nonprofit organization dedicated to entrepreneur education and the forma-
tion, growth and success of small business nationwide. She also tracks new employment 
legislature and case law and prepares and presents voluminous materials for an annual 
employment law update. Kamm also regularly publishes articles and blogs on current 
employment topics. 

Nicole Kamm, Esq.
Attorney
Lewitt Hackman

“Nicole Kamm has been assisting my company for that last year. Her ability to sort through the complexities of employment 
law and advise us as to the best course of action has been a lifesaver to my company. She has that perfect balance of 
compassion and professionalism.”

Lee Thomas
President
LT Industries

trusted advisors 2015 specialty award

CohnReznick is an independent 
member of Nexia International
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Mike Maloney, Chase Client
KOTA Longboards LLC

Personalized Service
Keep your business moving with access to a team of business bankers. We’ll help with 

Accelerate Your Cash Flow
With next-day funding from merchant services.

Earn Rewards on All Purchases 
With Chase Business Credit Cards, earn rewards and add employee cards at no  
additional charge.

Visit a branch to learn more.

© 2015 Chase & Co. All rights reserved. Credit cards are issued by Chase Bank USA, N.A. Deposit products provided by JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 
Merchant services are provided by Paymentech, LLC, a subsidiary of JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Merchant Services clients are required to complete an application 
and agree to terms and conditions at the time of enrollment. All clients are subject to credit approval and not all approved clients are eligible for next-day funding. 
All payment card transaction funds are subject to fraud monitoring. Qualifying funds are deposited on the next business day, excluding weekends and bank 
holidays. Next-day funding is available to new clients for Visa®, MasterCard® and Discover® transactions only.
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u Accountant
William Andreozzi
Partner
CohnReznick

William Andreozzi is a partner at CohnReznick. He 
has more than 23 years of diverse federal, state, 
and international tax experience. He specializes in 
serving the multidisciplinary tax needs of global and 
multistate middle-market companies across a variety 
of industries including manufacturing and wholesale 
distribution, technology, and private equity.

Andreozzi serves as Tax Division Leader for 
CohnReznick’s Woodland Hills and Los Angeles offic-
es. In his role as Tax Division Leader, he oversees the 
offices’ joint tax department, including such matters 

as workflow and scheduling, assessment and professional development, ensuring effi-
cient and economic processes. He also serves on the firm’s Tax Executive Committee 
and Tax Operations Committee, in which he is instrumental in establishing overall 
tax policy, operating procedures and quality standards for the firm.

Andreozzi helps his clients address their business and tax objectives by providing 
value-added tax solutions, including advising on internal and external restructurings, 
acquisitions, divestitures and bankruptcy. He specializes in implementing strategies 
to minimize federal, international and state taxes. He has extensive experience in the 
management of federal, international and state and local tax compliance; and devel-
opment of strategies to settle federal and state tax examinations. 

Truly considered a trusted advisor, Andreozzi not only is a licensed CPA, but holds 
a law degree as well. Acting as a mentor to his staff and others, he develops and con-
ducts professional development sessions in the accounting and tax fields. He takes 
great pride in providing opportunities for his team members to develop and grow.

“Bill’s wealth of knowledge and sound advice makes him a trusted and irreplaceable advisor to 
our company. He provides unmatched responsiveness and a willingness to jump into the details 
of sophisticated transactions that has allowed us to make better informed business decisions.” 
– Kaye Michaelson, CFO, Quixote Studios

Mark W. Greenberg, C.P.A.
Partner
Miller Ward & Company

Mark Greenberg has been a CPA for 36 years. He spent 
25 of those years working with his father, with an office 
first in Hollywood, then in Studio City and finally in 
Encino. They worked together to grow a very successful 
and trusted practice. After his father retired, Greenberg 
merged with miller Ward & Company. Here too, he 
has helped the firm grow with separate departments 
for taxes, business management, business audits and 
wealth management. Just before Greenberg joined the 
firm with his two staff in January of last year, there were 
12 people in Miller Ward. Today, there are 24. He also 

has a real estate license and a life insurance license.
Greenberg has prepared tax returns for individuals, partnerships, corporations, 

trusts, non-profits, estates, retirement plans and homeowners’ associations. Besides 
a CPA and his other licenses, he likes to refer to himself as an “MD” – the “Money 
Doctor.” This is because he does so much more than prepare tax returns. He does 
financial and estate planning, consulting regarding wealth management, and bud-
geting finances. He handles audits with the IRS, Franchise Tax Board, State Board of 
Equalization, EDD and other State, County and City agencies.

In his 36 years of doing what he does, Greenberg has managed to amass a great 
deal of knowledge about many different types of businesses, including (but not 
limited to) non-profit organizations, domestic and international manufacturing, 
importing and exporting, wholesale, retail, professionals, franchising, internet-based 
businesses, start-ups, construction, real estate, contractors, automotive, advertising 
agencies, medical, dental, legal and entertainment industry companies. 

 
“It is an honor to be associated with a trusted advisor and a knowledgeable CPA as Mark. 
Our family and our company has been involved with Mark for many years. His advise and 
direction along with his knowledge of rules and regulations and consistency of business eth-
ics is well received and appreciated.” – John Martin Amiri, Senior Vice-President, Amiri 
Family Trust

u Accountant

trusted advisors 2015 honorees

Maureen O’Gara-Adford
Managing Partner
gishSIEDEN LLP

Maureen O’Gara-Adford, the Managing Partner at 
gishSIEDEN LLP, is a professional who has a vast 
amount of experience in both the Public sector as 
well as the Private sector of accounting. This experi-
ence in working on both sides of industry enables 
her to offer consulting services to a variety of busi-
nesses and to improve their operations, internal con-
trols and overall profitability. 

Her specializations include construction, soft-
ware development, manufacturing, distributorships, 
restaurants and other specialized industries. Her 

approach to examining problems and determining the proper course of action is a 
definite strength to any organization. 

O’Gara-Adford graduated from California State University Northridge, joined 
gishSIEDEN LLP in 1986, and became a partner in 1999. She became the first female 
Managing Partner in the firm’s 64-year history in 2006. She is also the chair of the 
Information Technology Strategic Group of the firm. 

In short, she is a professional who has a vast amount of experience in both the 
Public sector as well as the Private sector of accounting. This experience in working 
on both sides of industry enables her to offer consulting services to a variety of busi-
nesses and to improve their operations, internal controls and overall profitability. 

Her specializations include construction, software development, manufacturing, 
distributorships, restaurants and other specialized industries. Her approach to exam-
ining problems and determining the proper course of action is a definite strength to 
any organization. 

O’Gara-Adford is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accoun-
tants, California Society of Certified Public Accountants, CSUN Alumni Association, 
and St. Paschal Baylon Finance Council.

“Gish Seiden, in particular Maureen O’Gara and her team have been a trusted advisor for Sand-
ers Industries, it’s owner and key management for over 11 years. What we value the most is their 
ability to quickly analyze a situation and provide practical sound advice and realistic options for 
complex situations. They have been extremely accessible and responsive to extremely complex 
audit, tax and business combination issues that have arisen over the past 11 years. Sanders 
Industries completed 11 acquisitions and two major liquidity events during this time frame and 
the Gish team was alongside of us the entire time providing practical and well thought out advice 
throughout the process. I would recommend them to any organization that is looking for more 
than a firm to provide and audit and tax work, but is clearly looking for a partner in their busi-
ness.” – Richard M. Ginsburg, Principal, Sanders Industries

Norman Tamkin
Partner
Holthouse, Carlin & Van Trigt, LLP

Norm Tamkin opened and leads HCVT’s Encino tax 
office practice and has over 28 years of experience 
addressing complex tax planning, estate planning, 
and the compliance needs of high net worth individ-
uals, as well as closely held businesses. His primary 
emphasis is in the real estate industry, but his experi-
ence involves many different industries, including 
professional service companies such as medical, 
legal, banking and investment advisor profession-
als, as well as retail, entertainment, aerospace and 
manufacturing companies. He works with all entity 

structures, including partnerships, limited liability companies, and small business S 
Corporations as well as estates and trusts. Over the years, he has helped his clients by 
providing tax controversy assistance and resolution in Internal Revenue Service and 
state Franchise Tax Board audits.

Tamkin excels at providing great client services. He truly cares about his clients 
and develops personal relationships with them, focusing on providing planning 
ideas that help his clients achieve their personal and business goals. He takes the 
time to understand their goals as it relates to retirement, business transactions and 
philanthropic goals as well as tax planning. He collaborates with his clients’ advisors 
and places the needs of his clients above all else.

Tamkin has a passion for accounting. However, he is much more than an aca-
demically excellent accountant. He has detailed business experience in each of our 
business areas and is a valuable consultant who many often turn to for advice and 
guidance. Plus, Tamkin is very accessible and can provide quick answers - a quality 
that is extremely important in today’s fast pace business environment. 

“Norm has the rare ability to effectively communicate complex issues. Most importantly, Norm 
is very accessible and can provide quick answers - a quality that is extremely important in today’s 
fast pace business environment. Last year, Norm’s detailed knowledge of the tax codes saved our 
firm considerable taxes. Even in times when his team is most stressed, we have found Norm’s 
calm demeanor to set the pace among the team. Norm is our Trusted Advisor.” – Gregory 
Brody, Managing Partner, BW Brody Affiliated Companies

u Accountant u Accountant
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Bank of America Merrill Lynch is proud to join in honoring 

the outstanding accomplishments of the 2015 Trusted 

Advisor nominees.

Redonna Carpenter-Woods, Vice President/Client Manager

818.464.1543

Visit baml.com

The power of global connectionsTM

“Bank of America Merrill Lynch” is the marketing name for the global banking and global markets businesses of Bank of America Corporation. Lending, derivatives, and other commercial banking 
activities are performed globally by banking affiliates of Bank of America Corporation, including Bank of America, N.A., member FDIC. Securities, strategic advisory, and other investment banking
activities are performed globally by investment banking affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“Investment Banking Affiliates”), including, in the United States, Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner &
Smith Incorporated and Merrill Lynch Professional Clearing Corp., both of which are registered broker-dealers and members of SIPC, and, in other jurisdictions, by locally registered entities.
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated and Merrill Lynch Professional Clearing Corp. are registered as futures commission merchants with the CFTC and are members of the NFA. 
Investment products offered by Investment Banking Affiliates: Are Not FDIC Insured • May Lose Value • Are Not Bank Guaranteed. THE POWER OF GLOBAL CONNECTIONS is a trademark of
Bank of America Corporation, registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. ©2015 Bank of America Corporation | GCB-146-AD | AR3DPDVS
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trusted advisors 2015 honorees

u Attorney
Fred Gaines
Managing Partner
Gaines & Stacey

Fred Gaines is Managing Partner of Gaines & Stacey, 
LLP, a San Fernando Valley based law firm that spe-
cializes in land use, zoning, environmental law, relat-
ed litigation and political advocacy. The firm, which 
has offices in Encino and Newport Beach, provides 
counsel and services to developers, governmental 
agencies, community groups and individuals related 
to real estate and general business issues.

Gaines concentrates his practice in a variety of 
areas, including administrative approvals, environ-
mental review of development projects, and litiga-

tion involving development projects, property transactions, boundary disputes, and 
other real estate related matters. 

He has handled numerous matters before the California Coastal Commission and 
has acted as lead counsel for plaintiffs in the landmark cases Landgate v. California 
Coastal Commission and Lechuza Villas West v. State of California. Gaines is a past presi-
dent of the San Fernando Valley Bar Association and the past trustee of the Los Ange-
les County Bar Association. Gaines is a member of the California Building Industry 
Association Select Committee on Industry Litigation. Gaines is also a Past Chair of 
VICA, where he dedicated two very active years as chairman, sitting on all of VICA’s 
committees, chairing the board and executive committee as well testifying on behalf 
of businesses. He still serves on the VICA board. He has also dedicated his time to 
serve as Mayor and Councilman of Calabasas

Gaines was born in Los Angeles and lives in Calabasas today. He obtained his 
bachelor’s degree in economics and politics from UCLA. He received a master’s in 
public policy at Harvard. He then received his juris doctorate from the UC Berkeley.

“Fred has been an important part of our entitlement team for over a decade. He is an excel-
lent attorney, but what I appreciate even more are his insights on strategy, vision and poli-
tics. I look for people who see the big picture and can also handle the minute detail, and 
that’s what Fred does.” – Richard E. Weintraub, President, Weintraub Real Estate Group

Steven Gubner
Partner
Ezra Brutzkus Gubner LLP

Steve Gubner, EBG’s Managing Partner, is business 
counsel to financial institutions, Fortune 500 com-
panies (and their financing divisions), closely held 
businesses and high net worth individuals. He has 
particular expertise representing companies and indi-
viduals in the apparel and fashion, and banking and 
finance industries. 

He was recently Counsel of Record in Stephen Law 
v. Alfred H. Siegel, Chapter 7 Trustee, a landmark case 
argued in front of the Supreme Court of the United 
States concerning a bankruptcy court’s power to pro-

tect the bankruptcy process from abuse. He was Special Litigation Counsel to Howard 
Ehrenberg in In re Ruderman Capital Partners, LLC, stemming from the criminal case 
against Bradley Ruderman, who ran an elaborate Ponzi scheme and was a regular 
player in a series of exclusive “Texas Hold’em” games held for celebrities. 

Gubner applies his experience as a business lawyer, and business owner, to each 
matter in order to effectively achieve his clients’ long-term objectives. He listens care-
fully to client desires and concerns before charting the most effective course.

He is particularly skilled in commercial collections for banks and financial institu-
tions, and has successfully litigated heavily contested, multimillion-dollar real/personal 
property and equity line financing cramdown cases. He also assists with pre-bankruptcy 
and pre-workout considerations and strategies, and with wealth management advice 
and planning for his high net worth clients. So adept in complex bankruptcy insolvency 
matters, he has been nicknamed the “involuntary bankruptcy go-to lawyer” because of 
his management of the sensitive issues surrounding involuntary bankruptcy filings. For 
the past two decades, Gubner has had an immeasurable impact on his clients’ businesses, 
handling matters totaling hundreds of millions of dollars.

“Steve Gubner treats each one of his clients like its his only client. He is efficient, responsive, 
and carefully listens to client goals and objectives. Most recently, he represented me as trustee 
of the Fleetwood Liquidating Trust as the successor to Fleetwood Enterprises Inc., and his 
work in this matter made for a expeditious and successful resolution.” – Peter Kravitz, Prin-
cipal and General Counsel, Province, Inc. 

u Attorney

Barry Kurtz
Chair, Franchise & Distribution  
Practice Group
Lewitt Hackman

Barry Kurtz is the Chair of the Franchise and Dis-
tribution Practice Group at Lewitt Hackman. A 
Certified Specialist in Franchise and Distribution 
Law, Kurtz also has a wealth of experience in related 
business matters – including corporate, mergers and 
acquisitions, business transactional law, and com-
mercial real estate leasing.

Kurtz represents franchisors, manufacturers, fran-
chisees and distributors. His familiarity with fran-
chising – as an attorney, a franchisor executive and 

franchisee developer – spans decades, and provides both domestic and international 
clients with a unique perspective on the issues and demands that franchised and 
independent business owners face in the expansion, sale, purchase, financing and 
operation of their companies.

He has lectured at the American Bar Association Forum on Franchising, the UCLA 
Extension School, the National Association of Corporate Real Estate Executives, the 
national Craft Brewers Annual Conference, and served as a panelist at the Los Angeles 
Business Journal’s 2014 Franchise Opportunities in California forum.

Kurtz helped establish successful franchises like 1-800-Flowers, Fast Frame, Century 
21 Real Estate and many more. In his 42-year career, he has worked with over 100 fran-
chise systems multiply their businesses, negotiate real estate agreements, license beer 
distributorships and resolve disputes. He’s worked with franchisors to expand into the 
far reaches of the globe, maintain and police iconic brands, and keep in compliance with 
the demands of local, state, national and international governing agencies.

Basically, if you’ve ever purchased real estate, pumped gas, or eaten a burger any-
where in the San Fernando Valley and beyond, Kurtz has probably in some subtle 
way, affected the daily doings of your life.

“Barry possesses a quality most attorney’s don’t, the ability to analyze situations and oppor-
tunities both through legality as well as what a business needs. Through both challenging and 
opportunistic times, his advice and mentorship has helped steer TGA’s success the past 9 years.” 
– Joshua Jacobs, Chief Executive Officer, TGA Premier Junior Golf and TGA Premier 
Youth Tennis

Jonathan Fraser Light
Partner
LightGabler LLP

Jonathan Fraser Light has more than 30 years of 
experience in the field of employment law. He is 
AV Preeminent-rated by Martindale Hubbell, the 
highest peer-review rating possible. As a founding 
partner at LightGabler LLP, he consults with over 600 
companies throughout California regarding their 
day-to-day employment law needs.

Light has successful jury trial, court trial, 
appellate, Labor Commission and binding arbitration 
results in lawsuits and administrative claims 
involving wrongful termination, sexual harassment, 

race discrimination, class action, wage & hour, and other employment‑related 
matters. He has also appeared on behalf of employers with the federal EEOC and 
Labor Department, the state Department of Fair Employment and Housing, the 
National Labor Relations Board, and other government law agencies.

Light frequently speaks to employer and human resources groups on topics such 
as avoiding sexual harassment, wage and hour issues, business and employment law 
pitfalls, diversity in the workplace, supervisor strategies, employment law updates, 
and preparing employee handbooks.

Light’s clients know that he will always provide them with clear and accurate 
counsel when they need advice on employee and workplace issues. He offers employ-
ment counsel and training programs to companies of all sizes to reduce liability and 
protect against lawsuits. 

Light enjoys a long-standing reputation as a skilled trial attorney. His employment 
cases involve a variety of matters and he has proven successful in a variety of litiga-
tion matters outside the employment arena as well.

Light shares his expertise with clients through periodic employment law updates and 
free roundtable discussions for small groups; sex harassment avoidance training for man-
agers and staff; and strategies for protection of proprietary information and trade secrets.

“I am honored to be able to provide some insight and thoughts about our company’s working relation-
ship with Jon Light. I have been with Line 6, Inc. for 13+ years and have had the pleasure of working 
with him throughout my tenure as a Human Resources professional. Jon has been supporting our 
company as our employment attorney well before I started with Line 6 and we have continued the suc-
cessful association. Not only has Jon been an extremely knowledgeable and well versed attorney but 
also very supportive to Line 6 and me as a business partner. Furthermore, I have always found Jon to 
be extremely ethical with high principals, which is imperative in business and as an attorney. We have 
been very fortunate as a company to have Jon in our court and he’s also a really nice guy!” – Jackie 
Deimel, Senior Director of Human Resources, Line 6, Inc.

u Attorney u Attorney
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Retain your most valuable asset with insurance offerings  
that reflect your workforce’s diversity by  

partnering with Dickerson Employee Benefits.

Employee Benefits

Risk Management

Workers’ Compensation

Licensed Nationwide 

Group Enrollment Assistance

Claims Support

Consultation and Analysis

Multi-Lingual Staff

WITH GRATITUDE TO OUR

CLIENTS AND BUSINESS PARTNERS
FOR 50 YEARS OF PROGRESS

1918 Riverside Drive  |  Los Angeles, California  |  90039  |  (800) 457-6116 
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trusted advisors 2015 honorees

u Attorney
Douglas H. Ridley, Esq.
Principal
Law Offices of Douglas H. Ridley

 
Doug Ridley uses his knowledge as a former prosecu-
tor to help people in the criminal courts get their 
lives back on track. As the founder and managing 
partner of The Law Offices of Douglas H. Ridley, he 
serves and defends clients in Ventura and Los Ange-
les counties.

Ridley graduated from Pepperdine University 
School of Law in 1998 with a focus on Trial Advo-
cacy, earning awards for his exceptional trial skills. 

Ridley became a Deputy District Attorney with 
Ventura County from 1999 through 2004, reviewing 

thousands of DUI cases along with working in the misdemeanor, felony, narcotics, 
and gang units. He spent the last three years of his career as a prosecutor in the spe-
cial victims Sex Crimes Unit of the DA’s office, putting child molesters in prison for 
life.

Ridley left the DA’s office in 2004 and began work in private practice. Since 2009, 
he has focused on criminal defense, helping people who find themselves in the 
criminal justice system. 

Perhaps Ridley’s best quality is the compassion he has for his clients. People who 
get caught up in the criminal justice system are facing the worst experience of their 
life. They are scared and completely unaware of the challenges facing them in the 
courts. In addition to the criminal courts, many charges like a DUI face additional 
licensing consequences that involve complicated administrative hearings. Ridley 
breaks down the procedures and presents a timeline to his clients for what they can 
expect on a case. He further gives them a realistic appraisal of their case, honestly 
assessing their chances and potential consequences.

“My son had done something really dumb. He got caught up with the wrong friends and 
broke into a house to steal some stuff to get money for alcohol. We were worried he was 
going to destroy the rest of his life. With the counsel of Mr. Ridley and the help of the court, 
we got my son out of the school he was in, away from his circle of friends, and helped him 
get on the right path. He is getting good grades and all this will be off his record once he 
turns 18. We are very grateful.” – Parent of Juvenile client: J.L., Simi Valley

Redonna Carpenter-Woods
Vice President
Bank of America

Drawing on more than 25 years of experience, Redon-
na Carpenter-Woods offers deep insight into the 
many different markets of Los Angeles and Ventura 
counties. She leads a team of financial specialists who 
work with clients and other professionals to under-
stand their business. She and her team proactively 
provide strategic advice and integrated financial solu-
tions to help each client meet financial goals. She has 
been a Bank of America Merrill Lynch client manager 
since 2011. She spent two years with Bank of Amer-
ica Small Business Small Business Banking Group 

prior to being promoted to the global commercial banking group. She has held vari-
ous positions in banking throughout her career, including such roles as: Regional 
Manager of Retail Banking; Banking Center Manager; and SBA Business Development 
Officer. 

Carpenter-Woods is extremely responsive to client needs. She offers personalized 
service to help businesses meet their financial needs. She is also very good at provid-
ing quality referrals to other trusted advisors who can assist with making important 
business decisions and improving operations. 

She offers sound financial advisory services and understands the individual needs 
of each client. She also applies her vast experience in the banking world to assist 
clients with growth and profitability. She also plays the role of advocate on behalf 
of her clients with the bank to help them achieve their borrowing requirements and 
stay in compliance with the bank’s reporting needs. She is able to offer a wide range 
of banking services in order to help each business run smoothly. 

“Redonna is a very insightful and sagacious banker. As the lead of a Global Fortune 200’s 
restructuring team previously, I have worked with many bankers in the past. It was very 
simple to work with banks when all materials and history is available. However, my rapidly 
growing low margin young company was considered premature and thus, we were turned 
away by many banks. Redonna was able to see our company’s potential. Her dedication 
and commitment to secure a loan for us despite a relatively longer process and smaller sum 
allowed me to expand a year earlier in this rapidly changing global market. Last but not 
least, despite her competence, Redonna has a humble, kind and genuine persona. I am more 
than honored to have Redonna as a trusted banker and friend.” – Billy Chen, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, B & M Global Trading

u Business banker

Sofia Gresen
Vice President
City National Bank

Sofia Gresen obtained her CPA early in her career, 
and entered banking as an auditor for Fleet Capital. 
By the time she left for City National Bank, Sofia was 
one of the best in her company, having led and com-
pleted audits on multi-national corporations such as 
Igloo and Mobile Mini - complex syndication trans-
actions. As an underwriter for City National Bank, 
Gresen quickly became a star. She designed processes 
and systems that improved efficiencies, and has also 
created standardized templates, which streamline 
the credit process and provide transparency to the 

customers of the bank. She was soon promoted to the coveted Relationship Manager 
position, which she has held for the past three years. In this short period of time, 
Gresen has received several awards and has helped her clients fund over $200MM in 
new loans. She specializes in the most complicated transactions the bank has to offer, 
and the future is bright for this rising star.

Gresen is responsible for developing new commercial credit relationships with 
local businesses which have annual sales between $10-$150MM, as well as managing 
a portfolio of credit relationships. Her strong background in accounting, auditing 
and underwriting, gives her unique insight into the transactions of her customers. 
Because she understands the fundamentals of her marketplace, she is extremely cre-
ative when it comes to structuring complicated transactions in industries ranging 
from high-end fashion to global manufacturing. It is this insight that also allows her 
to work with community-based businesses to design solutions for their short and 
long term strategic objectives, and to pave the way for growth in her community. 

“Sofia has been an excellent partner to our business over our 10 year relationship and has 
helped us identify different financing arrangements as our needs evolved over the years. She 
has been a strong supporter to our business as an advocate and ensuring we receive the best 
services possible. Sofia is an important factor to value our City National Bank relationship.” 
– Mario Lejtman, Chief Operating Officer, Chrome Hearts 

Alon Haim
Senior Vice President, Center Manager 
Citizens Business Bank 

Alon Haim is Senior Vice President and Center Man-
ager of the San Fernando Valley Commercial Banking 
Center for Citizens Business Bank, a financial services 
company with a bank at its core, offering large bank 
products and solutions with the hands-on touch and 
personal attention of a local community bank.

Haim specializes in real estate, nonprofit, acquisi-
tions financing, and large deposit banking relation-
ships for businesses across Southern California.

Haim is largely known for his unique, genuine, 
and knowledgeable approach with each and every 

one of his clients. He puts a lot of effort into getting to know his clients closely 
before presenting his recommendations and suggestions. He is constantly coming 
up with ideas to improve client investments and business processes that support his 
clients, including new payment process structures for larger clients that make opera-
tions more efficient.

Haim has not lost a single client since starting with Citizens Business Bank in 
April of 2010. Rather, each of his clients have become part of a network that he 
encourages to interact and work together when possible, thus adding more to the 
community. He provides custom cash management solutions to improve business 
processes and cost savings.

Being a San Fernando Valley native and growing up in the community has 
allowed Alon to establish himself with a successful network of quality, professional 
advisors who can take care of his clients in the same manner that he does. His clients 
get access to that network of advisors, each benefiting from the connection to the 
best providers in the area.

“Banking, at its best, is art and science. It’s about transactions but also a relationship. It’s 
precise but also innovative. Alon is brilliant at it all. His team embodies a culture of integrity 
and customer service that I haven’t seen since the 1980s. It was key to earning and keeping 
my trust. Ten years later, I can’t imagine working with any other banker— for my personal 
or corporate needs.” – Candace Crawford, Chief Executive Officer, Maverick Brands

u Business banker u Business banker
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u Business banker
Janet Shinkle 
Vice President - Relationship Manager
Mission Valley Bank 

It is Janet Shinkle’s expertise in A/R Financing and 
ability to seamlessly almost become an extension 
to her clients’ business that has made her a trusted 
banking advisor and valued partner to a large portfo-
lio of clients. 

Born in England, Shinkle’s family moved to the 
United States when she was young, though eventu-
ally moved back and forth over a number of times 
throughout her childhood. Once back in the States, 
she quickly selected banking as her field of choice 
and started her career at First Interstate Bank more 

than 30 years ago, becoming a skilled commercial lender.
Over the years, Shinkle worked at several institutions including American Inde-

pendent Bank, First Private Bank and Trust (now Boston Private) before joining Mis-
sion Valley Bank in 2008 as Vice President and Manager of Mission Valley Bank’s 
Accounts Receivable Financing division. Since joining Mission Valley Bank, she has 
successfully managed both the Accounts Receivable portfolio, as well as serving as 
Relationship Manager to a number of the bank’s high profile commercial accounts.

Shinkle’s depth of knowledge and thorough understanding of the many facets of 
commercial lending – both conventional business financing as well as less traditional 
lending options – allows her to provide clients with solutions that they may not have 
found with other lenders. This knowledge, paired with her absolute commitment to 
fully understand the specific goals and needs of the people and businesses she works 
with, enables her to truly act as a trusted advisor to each of her clients.

“As a small business owner I can’t say enough good accolades about Janet and Mission 
Valley Bank. She is a very important part of our business and our continued growth and 
success. Janet is a trusted voice to our business and I would be happy to recommend her 
to anyone in business. Janet handles all of the banking needs that keep my business run-
ning so I can keep running my business. I highly recommend her.” – Fausto Sanchez, 
Owner, Performance Post

Steve Brooks
President
B & B Premier Insurance Solutions, Inc

Steve Brooks is President of B & B Premier Insurance Solu-
tions, Inc, a renowned independent insurance agency 
in Southern California. B & B provides coverage in the 
areas of property and casualty, including: personal insur-
ance (auto, home, earthquake and umbrella coverage for 
jewelry, collectibles and artwork); as well as business/com-
mercial insurance (general liability, workers compensa-
tion). Brooks is also one of the nation’s most recognized 
independent insurance agents, speaking frequently at 
conventions and colleges, while also regularly contribut-
ing articles to national and regional publications.

By 2009, after 25 years of success, Steve Brooks Insurance Services was one of the 
largest independent agencies in the Tri-County areas of Ventura, San Luis Obispo, 
and Santa Barbara, and Brooks was ready for the next step.

Eric Bossuk was the CEO of Tri County Insurance based in Calabasas, and he and 
Brooks were friendly competitors for years. They realized that joining forces made 
a lot of sense. The duo formalized their partnership in 2010, and the new company 
became B & B Premier Insurance Solutions. Today the company employs nearly 50 
people and writes more than $70 Million in insurance each year, making it one of 
the largest independent agencies in the area. Despite this success, Brooks remains as 
personally dedicated to his clients as ever.

In addition to receiving certificates of Recognition from the California State Sen-
ate and Assembly, Brooks has received many awards including the Beverly Jordan 
Memorial Award for Achievement for Independent Insurance Agents in the San Fer-
nando Valley, the L.A. County Board of Supervisors Committee Involvement Award, 
six SAFECO Insurance Awards of Excellence, and others.

“Steve Brooks has been my personal insurance broker for more than a decade. Steve cares about me 
and my family, as people. Steve does not care about making a commission on me. He cares about 
making my life safe and secure (and easier). Steve is passionate about getting me the best coverage 
at the best price, every time. He is also readily available to me whenever I need him, and he is gener-
ous with his advice in times of need. One recent example was after my wife had a small car accident 
while driving a rental car. Steve spent hours with us, the rental car company, and the body shop, to 
make sure that our out-of-pocket costs were very reasonable. Steve helped us through a situation with 
no financial reward to himself because that’s what Steve does -- he helps his clients, no matter what.” 
– Adam K. Treiger, Esq., Partner, Stowell, Zeilenga, Ruth, Vaughn & Treiger LLP

u insurance professional

trusted advisors 2015 honorees
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u insurance professional
Tobias Kennedy
Executive Vice President
Montage Insurance Solutions 

Tobias Kennedy serves as the Executive Vice President 
of Montage Insurance Solutions. Having developed 
his skills with amazing swiftness over the last nine 
years with the company, Kennedy has played a key 
role in the development of the company since he 
was in college. With HealthCare Reform on the 
horizon and Arnold Schwarzenegger’s HealthCare 
proposal in 2007, Kennedy cut his teeth on the 
industry’s recent changes. Today, he presents on the 
topic to local Human Resources industry events, such 
as PIHRA seminars. He has spoken to many CEO’s 

from national CEO groups, traveling as necessary for not only their chapters, but also 
credit union organizations and many others. 

Kennedy has won the hearts of many through his authentic leadership and ser-
vice style. He is touted by Montage’s carrier reps as one of their favorite brokers. He 
cares about the details and creates impressive analysis for our clients. He handles a 
large book of business for Montage and is a partner in its sister company Simpolicy. 
Simpolicy handles smaller clients, individuals and Medicare eligible, property & 
casualty and workers compensation, events and just about any type of insurance an 
individual would need.

Kennedy has personally saved Montage clients thousands to millions of dollars on 
their premiums bringing forth great plan designs because he holds the true core val-
ues of serving clients with dedication, service and integrity. 

Plus, he is passionate about his knowledge of the insurance industry – and has 
become a tremendous resource regarding insurance products and services, technol-
ogy and beyond.

“Toby consistently provides our organization with best-in-class business practices, constantly 
striving to deliver exceptional service with meaningful financial impact while maintaining 
an energetic and direct approach. In the years I have worked with Toby, he understands the 
unique industry specific challenges I face and is goal-oriented, innovative, collaborative and 
among the most focused professionals dedicated to finding the right solution to meet my 
needs I have ever worked with. We receive personal attention and accountability and in my 
industry that is paramount in any service provider.” – Michele S. Evans, PHR-CA, Human 
Resources Director, Sunkist

Mitch Rosenberg
CEO
MDR Insurance and Financial Services
 
A consummate professional and the epitome of a 
trusted advisor, Mitch Rosenberg has been in the 
financial services business for almost 30 years and 
has changed the lives of many individuals and fami-
lies and impacted many businesses and communi-
ties. Rosenberg helps clients crystallize their objec-
tives, figure out where they are and where they want 
to be as it relates to their Insurance, Benefits, Busi-
ness Continuation, Estate and Legacy Planning. 

Rosenberg works closely with clients and their 
other Advisors and “gets the job done” so that clients 

have money when they need it most. Through his planning and resources, hundreds 
and millions of dollars have been created for families, businesses and charities. 

Rosenberg is also a great resource to other advisors. In addition to his CPA back-
ground and numerous designations, he is a member agent of the Nautilus Group and 
is very active in his community through Estate Planning Councils, Networking orga-
nizations and charities. He is one of the most committed professionals in the field of 
continuing education, as is evidenced by his numerous professional designations. He 
is known to say one of the ways he helps people is because “we know stuff,” in addi-
tion to caring deeply for his clients. 

He is current president of the Conejo Valley Estate Planning Council and Former 
president and current member of the Woodland Hills Estate and Tax Planning Coun-
cil. He is also a Member of Provisors Warner Center I Chapter and member of the 
executive committee and a founding member of the Westlake 2 Chapter. 

“In over 17 years working with Mitch, I have found him to be a creative problem solver with 
an unusually comprehensive knowledge of insurance strategies, estate planning concepts and 
related tax laws. Mitch is an important resource to my practice. He goes above and beyond to 
keep me updated on the most cutting edge estate planning strategies involving insurance. He 
also has a unique ability to take a complex Insurance strategy and explain it to the client in 
a straightforward matter. I always enjoy collaborating with Mitch as I know the client will 
receive exceptional service and a well-crafted insurance plan.” – Kenneth E. Devore, Esq., 
LL.M. (Taxation) Certified Specialist in Estate Planning, Trusts, & Probate, Kenneth E. 
Devore & Associates, APC

u Insurance Professional
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Maziar Esmailbeigi
Chief Investment Officer and Co-Founder
Steel Peak Wealth Management

Maziar Esmailbeigi is Chief Investment Officer and 
Founding Partner with Sreel Peak Wealth Manage-
ment. He draws on his background as a former busi-
ness owner and as a veteran financial advisor to ben-
efit his clients as well as Steel Peak. 

Esmailbeigi uses his broad advisory skills to ben-
efit both individual and business clients, and is well 
versed in helping business owners translate their 
success into liquidity events and the retirement that 
they envision. He attributes Steel Peak’s success to a 
deep understanding of its clients and providing the 

exacting solutions that they require and expect.
The best judge of a financial advisor’s impact on its clients is none other than the 

clients themselves. Esmailbeigi’s clients have consistently chosen him as their top 
advisor, not just for the competent advice he has to offer but also for his deep inter-
est in their personal lives. A few years back, he received a call from the wife of one of 
his clients who told him in a broken voice that her husband had passed away. The 
widow asked for his assistance in organizing his remaining assets, declaring, her hus-
band “would’ve wanted us to continue working with you.” Just a little while later, 
the wife also passed away, and, in the weeks that followed, their children reached out 
and told him they each wished to create a new financial plan portfolio with his help. 
This is just one multi-generational example of why his clients have chosen Steel Peak 
for the person-to-person relationship that he offers them. 

“When I think of ‘why’ Maz would be a worthy candidate to receive this award, it comes 
down to three criteria. The first (obvious) criteria is trust. Do my wife and I trust him to 
guide us through our golden years? The second criteria is competence. In other words, can 
this person execute on our mutual agreed upon strategy and make the tough choices that 
deliver win-win results? The last criteria that we feel ties all three criteria together is, does 
this person have integrity? We chose Maz because of his stellar reputation. In doing our 
homework, we found that his name speaks volumes about his integrity. I recently retired after 
40 years with the same company, so it was important that my wife and I found a person 
whom we trusted to handle our Wealth Management portfolio. Maz is not only that person – 
we consider him part of our family!!” – Philip Illions, Director, Supplier Manager, Avnet 
Electronic Marketing (retired)

Greg A. Gutfleisch
Senior Vice President, Financial Advisor
Morgan Stanley

Greg Gutfleisch is a Senior Vice President, Financial 
Advisor and Investment Consultant at Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Woodland Hills. A seasoned 
wealth management professional, Gutfleisch is dedi-
cated to helping people and their families plan for and 
achieve their most important financial and life goals, 
from sending children to college and retiring comfort-
ably to practicing purposeful philanthropy and leaving 
a meaningful legacy. As a Certified Financial Planner, 
he upholds the highest standards of excellence for 
financial planning and provides personalized financial 

advice and tailored investment solutions to each of his valued clients. 
Gutfleisch can’t control what the financial markets do on a day-to-day basis but 

he can control the service he provides to his clients. Service is what he prides himself 
on. He cares about his clients and makes every effort to exceed their expectations. 

His clients know they can turn to him for advice on anything. As a CFP and a 
non-practicing CPA that worked at both a major accounting firm and major hedge 
fund, he has the knowledge and experience to give advice. One’s financial future is of 
major importance and he works with his clients to ensure they are addressing what 
they need to and not procrastinating. 

Gutfleisch has impacted his clients by being there for them and connecting them 
with the right people for advice, strategic partnerships or other guidance as needed. 
He thrives on being the first point of contact for his clients who need advice, want a 
second opinion, or are looking for a different perspective on things. He is transparent 
in his dealings with clients and won’t compromise his values.

“Greg can’t control what the financial markets do on a day to day basis but he can control 
the services he provides to his clients. Service is what he prides himself on. He is dedicated to 
helping his clients achieve their financial and life goals from sending kids to college, retiring 
comfortably, giving back and to leaving a meaningful legacy. He is committed to collaborat-
ing with his clients, earning their trust and understanding their personal wealth manage-
ment needs. Greg cares about his clients and he always puts himself in their shoes when 
making recommendations.” – Joeli Monblatt 

u wealth manager u wealth manager 
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u Wealth Manager
Elizabeth Pell
Financial Advisor, Certified  
Financial Planner
Morgan Stanley 

As a Certified Financial Planner, Elizabeth Pell develops, 
implements, and monitors custom financial plans. She 
works with affluent individuals and business. Her goal 
is to empower clients and give them peace of mind. Pell 
started in the business with Morgan Stanley in 2006. 
She focuses on retirement planning, tax-minimization, 
and creating income streams. She is also a Financial 
Planning Specialist, a Chartered Retirement Plans Spe-
cialist, and a Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor. 
She has garnered a number of honors as a financial 

advisor. Morgan Stanley awarded her Pacesetter’s Club from 2011 to 2013. 
She is currently on the board of Accounting and Financial Women’s Alliance. She 

is a former board member of Commercial Real Estate Women. Ms. Pell was the Vice 
President of Member Services for the Los Angeles chapter. 

Pell brings a fresh face to the wealth management industry and is known by those 
who have had the good fortune to work with her to be a professional that will “get it 
done” promptly, or find someone who will. She remains open-minded and looks to find 
new and innovative ways to solve problems of the modern retiree. Unlike some brokers 
that simply review their clients’ investments, Pell goes above and beyond, truly taking 
each client’s bigger picture into consideration so that she can bring plausible options and 
strategies to the table. With each client, she also reviews the pros and cons of every major 
financial decision so that each person she works with can carefully consider when to 
think about managing their money differently.

“I thought I was organized and diligent with my finances until I met Elizabeth Pell. She brings 
a fresh perspective to an otherwise dated industry. I walk into her office and she makes me feel 
like I am the only client in the world. She makes great effort to see where I am coming from. 
When I leave, I always feel like we are moving another step forward toward my financial goals. 
It is a great feeling. I have worked with a few financial advisors before, but she stands out in the 
crowd. I am so glad she runs the show, it shoulders some of the responsibility off of me. For the 
first time, in a long time, I don’t feel like a number. Her follow through on the promise of holistic 
wealth management always continues to surprise me. It is incredible all the things she is able 
to accomplish. She has my vote!” – Dr. Bebe Jacobson, Clinical Psychologist from the Los 
Angeles Police Department, serving on the SWAT Crisis Negotiation Team (Retired)

trusted advisors 2015 honorees

Pursuing life’s goals starts with a plan

ubs.com/workingwithus.
® CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

ubs.com/team/valdezgroup

Valdez Wealth  
Management Group
Louie A. Valdez, CFP®

UBS Financial Services Inc.
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Stowell, Zeilenga, Ruth, Vaughn & Treiger LLP  
Congratulates all of the Valley’s 2015 Trusted Advisors Nominees

4590 East Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 100 
Westlake Village, CA 91362

www.szrlaw.com 
(805) 446-1496

Congratulations to 
Adam K. Treiger, our 
firm’s Business and 
Employment Law 
Partner, for being 
recognized as one of 
the San Fernando 
Valley Business 
Journal’s Trusted 
Advisors and recipient 
of this year’s Client 
Service Award.

Exceptional client service from a business and 
real estate law firm in Westlake Village. For the 
past 16 years, the firm has specialized in business 
transactions and litigation, employment law, real 
estate transactions and litigation, land use and real 
estate development, and wills and trusts.

David Adelman 
Partner 
Greenberg & Bass LLP

Diana Weiss Aizman, Esq. 
Criminal Defense Attorney  
Aizman Law Firm, APC

Stan Arutti, CPA 
Partner 
gish SEIDEN LLP

Polina Bernstein 
Partner 
Bernstein & Friedland, P.C.

Hunt C. Braly 
Partner 
Poole & Shaffery, LLP

Lori Brogin-Falley 
Vice President, Client Services  
and Public Affairs 
Pacific Federal Insurance Corp.

Alex Bruno 
Founding Partner 
Lynk Law, Inc.

Steven B. Chroman, Esq. 
Attorney 
Law Offices of Steven  
B. Chroman, P.C.

Daniel Cislo 
Managing Partner 
Cislo & Thomas LLP

Jennifer deSpain 
Founder 
Canyon Oak Financial

Dennis DeYoung, CFP 
Branch Manager 
Financial West Group

Michael Farrell 
Partner 
Decker, Farrell & McCoy LLP

James C. Fedalen 
Managing Partner 
HFL Law Group, LLP

James R. Felton 
Managing Partner 
Greenberg & Bass LLP

Teri Frankel 
President 
Taking Care of Benefits  
Insurance Solutions

Karen L. Gabler 
Managing Partner 
LightGabler LLP

John Gevorkian 
Relationship Manager 
Chase 

Andrew Goodman 
Attorney at Law 
Greenberg & Bass LLP

Tal Grinblat 
Shareholder 
Lewitt Hackman

Art Hasan 
Partner 
Christie, Parker & Hale, LLP

Eric Hawes 
Attorney 
Perez & Hawes, LLP

Jeffrey Heisinger 
Vice President 
US Bank

Brad Hertz 
Partner 
Sutton Law Firm

Ronald A. Hughes 
Attorney 
Hughes & Dunstan, LLP

Chris S. Jacobsen 
Partner 
Poole & Shaffery, LLP

David Jones 
Partner 
Santiago & Jones

Lisa S. Kantor 
Attorney 
Kantor & Kantor, LLP

Alexander Kasendorf 
Senior Associate 
Alpert, Barr & Grant

trusted advisors 2015 finalists
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Congratulations, Mitch Rosenberg.

Your friends and colleagues at New York Life,  
David Brecher and Rick Paulsen, applaud you on  
your nomination as one of the Top Trusted Advisors  
by the San Fernando Valley Business Journal. 

It’s a well deserved honor! Thank you for all you  
have done to enhance the lives of those within  
your community.

Mitch Rosenberg,
CFP®, CLU®, CPA (Inactive), MSFS, AEP®
MDR Insurance & Financial Services

Ani Khodaverdian 
Relationship Manager 
Chase

Carol Kim 
Director of Public Affairs 
Health Net

Brian Koegle 
Partner 
Poole & Shaffery, LLP

Gregory Lampert 
Managing Partner 
Christie, Parker & Hale, LLP

Blithe Leece 
Criminal Defense Attorney  
Aizman Law Firm, APC

Brad Levin  
President 
Legacy Wealth Partners

Robert Levinson 
Partner 
Levinson Arshonsky Kurtz, LLP

Robyn McKibbin, Esq. 
Partner 
Stone | Dean LLP

Thomas Means 
Owner 
Pacific Coast Health

Michael M. Murphy 
Attorney 
Horgan, Rosen, Beckham  
& Coren, L.L.P.

Mark J. Phillips 
Partner 
Goldfarb, Sturman & Averbach

Sharyn Quinn 
Vice President 
L/B/W Insurance & Financial Ser-
vices

Arthur Rieman 
Managing Attorney 
The Law Firm for Non-Profits, P.C.

Jill Rivers 
Senior Relationship Manager and 
Vice President 
JPMorgan Chase

S. Alan Rosen  
Partner 
Horgan, Rosen, Beckham  
& Coren, L.L.P.

Zvard Santourian 
Relationship Manager 
Chase Bank

Lynda R. Schauer 
Certified Public Accountant 
Miod and Company, LLP

Marc J. Schwartz 
Attorney 
Law Offices of Marc J. Schwartz

Joseph Seetoo 
Partner and Senior Vice President 
Morton Capital Management

Jacob Stein 
Co-Founder and Certified Tax Law 
Specialist 
Klueger & Stein, LLP

Sona A. Tatiyants 
Founding Partner 
Lynk Law, Inc.

Doron M. Tisser 
Partner 
Tisser & Standing LLP

David Tracy 
Vice President  
Legacy Wealth Partners

Louie A. Valdez 
Senior Vice President -  
Wealth Management 
Valdez Wealth Management Group, 
UBS Financial Services

Sherry Wallen 
President and Chief Executive Officer  
Strategic Direction, Inc.

Edward Warzhapetian 
Assistant Vice President and Rela-
tionship Manager 
Bank of the Sierra 

Mark Winter 
Founder, President 
The Executive Benefit Alliance (EBA)
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Miod and Company, LLP, Certifi ed Public Accountants

27200 Tourney Road, Suite 290

Valencia, CA 91355-5906

(818) 898-9911

www.miod-cpa.com

Congratulations to all of the 
San Fernando Valley Business Journal’s 2015 Trusted Advisors 

nominees, including our very own:

Donald John Miod, 
CPA, ABV, CVA, CBA, FCPA, 
CFF, CFS, CGMA, MAFF, MFP
recipient of the 
2015 Trusted Advisors 
Community Service Award

Lynda R. Schauer, 
CPA, CVA, CGMA 
Trusted Advisors 
nominee

• Asset Tracing and Characterization
• Income Available for Support 
• Litigation Services
• Tax Planning
• Tax Preparation
• Financial Planning
• Financial Statements
• 730 Stipulations
• Business Valuations
• Le$$ Business Valuations
• Civil Litigation
• Loss of Earnings Calculations
• Marital Lifestyle Analysis
• Estate Valuations
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Nearly 300 attendees were on hand for the San Fernando Valley Business Journal’s Trusted Advisors Awards reception at the Hilton Los Angeles/Universal City hotel.

trusted advisors 2015 at the event
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